SOME ACCIDENTALS OF THE CHURCH
euthanasia as immoral, but do not let us pre-
tend, like the Christian Scientists, that we have
a specific for enabling the sufferer to forget his
pain. History is full of misapplied theology,
and we have warnings enough lest we add to the
instances. The most striking example that I
can recall is the theological domination of
strategy that occurred at the battle of Dunbar.
Here the Scottish forces appear to have been in
an impregnable position, but the Ministers of the
Kirk insisted that they should go forth in the
name of the Lord and destroy the invader in the
plain. Poor General Leslie knew better, but the
Kirk prevailed, and a decisive victory lay with
Cromwell, who was not similarly afflicted by
the Independent clergy. No doubt it is difficult
to imagine Catholic prelates either able or willing
to play a like part at General Headquarters, but
none the less it may easily be that de nobisfabula
narrabitur, whether the scene be a batdefield or a
legislative building.
The Church has suffered grievously in certain
countries through an accidental association with
dynasties, and may suffer also by like association
with political parties or with schools of thought.
So great is her assimilative power that we are
apt to forget that the things assimilated to her
current teaching are often not of the essence
of her message to the world and may be ro-
125